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Research on traffic flow prediction method based on
spatial-temporal dynamic graph convolutional network

MENG Xiangfu, XIE Weipeng, CUI Jiangyan

(School of Electronic and Information Engineering, Liaoning Technical University, Huludao 125105, China)

Abstract: To address the limitations of existing traffic flow prediction methods in modeling spatio-temporal data and
capturing dynamic spatial correlations, a spatio-temporal dynamic graph network(STDGNet) is proposed. This model
adopts an encoder-decoder architecture with an embedding layer and utilizes a dynamic graph generation module to un-
cover potential spatio-temporal relationships from a data-driven perspective, reconstructing the dynamic correlation
graph of nodes at each time step. The embedding layer employs a spatio-temporal adaptive embedding method to model
the intrinsic spatio-temporal relationships and temporal information of traffic data. The encoder part uses a spatio-tem-
poral memory attention mechanism to model spatio-temporal features from a global perspective. The decoder part incor-
porates a graph convolution module into a recurrent neural network to simultaneously capture temporal and spatial de-
pendencies and output future traffic conditions. Experimental results show that, compared with the optimal baseline
model decoupled dynamic spatial-temporal graph neural network(D2STGNN), the proposed model reduces mean abso-
lute error by an average of 1.63% and reduces model training time by nearly 2.5 times. This study effectively improves
the accuracy and efficiency of traffic flow prediction, providing strong support for the development of intelligent trans-
portation systems.

Keywords: traffic flow; spatio-temporal data; hybrid model; attention mechanism; spatio-temporal dynamic graph;

graph convolutional neural network; recurrent neural network; deep learning
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Table 2 Performance comparison of different models on three datasets

- st PEMS04 PEMS07 PEMS08
@ @ @12 WH @ @ @2 HWH @ @ @2 HHE
MAE 4233 4235 4237 4236 49.02 49.03 49.06 49.04 3455 3457 3459 3457
HI RMSE 61.64 6166 61.67 61.66 71.16 71.18 7120 71.18 5041 5043 5044 50.43
MAPE/% 29.90 29.92 2996 29.92 2273 2275 2279 2275 21.60 21.63 21.68 21.63
MAE 2137 2372 2676 2381 2042 3518 3837 37.06 1952 2225 2617 22.07
LSTM  RMSE 3331 3658 4028 36.62 3321 5291 5682 5573 2973 3330 3897 31.02
MAPE/% 1521 18.02 2094 1812 879 980 1223 996 1254 1423 1732 14.04
MAE  17.89 1887 2046 18.87 1881 2029 2259 2026 13.70 14.82 1630 1475
GWNet RMSE  28.89 3027 3246 3025 3070 3327 37.03 3338 2174 23.68 2618 23.64
MAPE/% 12.89 1361 1560 1382 792 861 972 860 889 937 1050  9.49
MAE 1847 1932 2059 1929 1928 2075 2276 20.69 1447 1568 17.65 15.69
AGCRN  RMSE  29.58 31.08 33.06 31.02 31.67 3467 3826 3459 2264 2462 2756 24.65
MAPE/% 1249 1325 1393 1320 813 883 969 875 933 1022 1142 10.19
MAE 1822 19.06 2043 19.07 1939 21.02 23.64 2101 1425 1534 1679 1528
MTGNN RMSE 2952 31.14 3330 31.07 3130 3421 3845 3425 2238 2435 2661 24.20
MAPE/% 12.65 1321 1393 13.11 846 9.1 1012 9.05  9.17 1056 1134 10.41
MAE 1849 1971 21.76 1973 19.49 2121 2420 2123 1415 1522 1693 1522
DCRNN RMSE 2940 31.19 3402 3125 3126 3421 3863 3423 2219 2419 2692 24.18
MAPE/% 12.73 1357 1516 1361 826 894 1036 9.01 948 1017 1132 10.18
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k)
. s PEMS04 PEMS07 PEMS08

@ @ @12 WH @ @ @2 HEH @ @ @2 HE

MAE 1893 19.87 21.51 1990 20.54 22.13 2476 22.13 1503 16.02 17.96 16.13

STGCN  RMSE  30.07 31.68 3415 3172 3272 3557 3990 3565 2338 2524 2807 2532

MAPE/% 13.13 13.69 1491 1378 891 933 1057 950 992 1058 11.66 10.66

MAE  18.03 19.14 21.17 19.18 19.00 2096 24.18 2092 1345 1456 1640 14.57

ASTGNN RMSE 2925 31.02 3384 31.06 30.87 3397 3848 3395 2196 2411 27.12 2413

MAPE/% 1233 13.01 1434 1304 819 9.8 1089 917 875 935 1049  9.43

MAE  17.87 18.86 2034 1882 1924 2098 2642 2145 1373 1493 16.88 14.95

DGCRN  RMSE 2895 30.63 3290 30.57 31.09 3455 4029 3453 2173 2378 2662 23.77

MAPE/% 1239 13.08 14.14 1303 812 888 1172 921 887 9.66 1097  9.69

MAE  17.64 18.68 20.03 1864 1853 1977 2145 1978 13.01 13.79 1496 13.85

STWave RMSE 2898 30.62 32.64 30.55 3146 3403 37.01 3402 2219 2411 2613 24.06

MAPE/% 11.89 12.62 13.68 1262 769 818 898 821  9.05 961 1060  9.45

MAE  17.58 1842 1983 1841 1825 1972 2190 19.67 1320 14.10 1542 14.15

D2STGNN RMSE 2877 30.13 3201 30.06 30.13 32.78 3631 3270 21.53 2345 2586 23.43

MAPE/% 1225 1276 1368 1275  7.73 831 924 829 891 939 1031 936

MAE  17.65 1853 20.17 1856 1856 1998 2231 1997 13.03 13.83 1534 13.89

STPGNN RMSE  28.82 3010 3251 3008 3053 33.01 3655 3285 2175 2359 2613 2351

MAPE/% 1217 1291 1447 1302 7.73 836 942 837 901 930 1037 934

MAE  17.53 1821 1931 1822 1822 1949 2137 1950 12.84 13.68 14.99 13.72

STDGNet RMSE 2874 30.07 31.83 30.01 3047 33.15 3698 3322 2148 2320 2558 23.20

MAPE/% 11.66 12.01 1274 12.05 7.60 8.09 892 818 870 923 1020 9.30
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F1 PEMSO8 ixX 3 M 4fs 4 b 347 % b s3e 46, 45
PITN 458

1) J5 T IR 28 I 2% 1 55 8 o Tl v 2 L 0
FAES ik, X & A& 45 5k (1 HI il LSTM)
R R ) AH OGP, Z20m% T 52 2% (0 =5 () ek o T
FHE T I 25 I 4% BB TR R T A2 38 I 4% i 5 A 1
S, T T T IO AR, 156 B 2 (R 45 4 fE B
A3 T A e

2) T [ A 7% (41 GWNet, MTGNN,
AGCRN) SR L F 5wl SCIE ) 7 (an

STGCN., ASTGNN., DCRNN) . [ idi [/ Kl RE % #d
P i A RO B2 ECHs A 1 23 RO, AT 4 157 22 8

T TN A PERE o M0 TIURE ST 3R 75 14 B IO 2354y
B AN JE R ALY, BRI JC 1% PR IR A B4R

3) T B AR R TT ik i T REAS A R 3h
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FH 31 25 8 AE (RS o] 2850 Rk B ) f 8 9 1 e A &
g4 DL AR 2 25 s (AR, (R 2 i T Y i A
lﬂiﬂ@ﬂeﬂa@%@ﬁﬂ‘uﬂl PEREATE . D2STGNN
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P, A I 25 A 38 A 2% > 71 8 P9 7R AR X
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WAL, HifE MAE F MAPE 3% 2 M&45 N 58T
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TP ESiCAZ IR AR, RO A OC R A R Net BPERE DL T HAth 28 A58 ; w/o Emb #5554 3¢ B
fas M Se vk, PRBUK I 25 K56 2R 0 DI, RS Ih s 3 I A BE A R0 A5 A0 1 B0 I 23 6 &R
BRI FOAT 55 P B TR AR, w/o DGraph A58 3 W 25 41 51 25 2% AR #1442 3 it
3.6 HERSLIE O ECEE, BAR A EN E A F e LA,
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AR % . w/lo TrAtt iR 5 w/o SpAtt #55 #Y 3% 0 75 if 25
1) w/o Emb: M BB 25 [ id WA o 1CAZ 1 B T RE AT RO AR AS 3 B Th s A 2
2)w/o DGraph: Ml B 2l 25 B A4 iU, R H A FEPE; BEAh, wio SelfAtt 54784 3¢ B {d F B 25 12412

1 0 B AR AR A SCHR A B IHLH REA R4 R 23 05 B . A SO R
3)w/o TrAtt: BHERI )32 7 28 T HL I 7E MAE, RMSE il MAPE $§#45 I ¥4 T 728 A
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%3 ET PEMSO8 HyiHREEI
Table 3 Ablation study on PEMS08

@3 @6 @12

e MAE RMSE MAPE/% MAE RMSE MAPE/% MAE RMSE MAPE/%
w/o Emb 13.59 22.64 8.99 14.79 24.78 9.91 16.88 28.09 10.93
w/o DGraph 13.44 22.36 8.83 14.53 24.54 9.52 15.89 27.19 10.42
w/o TrAtt 13.01 21.68 8.71 13.91 23.59 9.29 15.30 26.18 10.29
w/o SpAtt 13.03 21.74 8.85 13.99 23.67 9.38 15.36 26.38 10.38
w/o SelfAtt 13.12 21.58 9.01 13.89 23.29 9.33 15.06 25.59 10.23
STDGNet 12.84 21.48 8.70 13.68 23.20 9.23 14.99 25.58 10.20
3.7 MZKBSHIRERNRM M4 ol DU, 4 B0 i A 4EJE

H R GV R G SO e s, 32 B, BERLA B TR B BUM S SR L BN A
ARICHE PEMS04 5 PEMSO8 A5 4E F PSRN e Teik PR MU Ze A fik, e 3wl &8 SR 45 25 5 B K
5, B AT BRI A RS d 5010 OTAE RS RN TR A TR i, B0 4G BOHE D) 2 )
2 m XN RE T AR BRFR, RPERE

R4 BNEESWER

Table 4 Analysis results of embedding dimension

o PEMS04 PEMS08
HRAYERE
MAE RMSE MAPE/% MAE RMSE MAPE/%
8 19.21 30.89 12.80 14.79 23.99 9.74
16 18.69 30.39 12.31 14.11 23.49 9.35
32 18.22 30.01 12.05 13.72 23.20 9.30
64 18.76 31.35 12.23 14.06 24.03 9.49

M5 SR AR T IR, X TICiZ8o0  BUNRE, BRI e 2 08 B M5 B, S B
O FE A 28 i, Y BCE B AR A BRI, AR DIPERERRAR . DR, AR A S B 30 Y,
WEZ P HERA LS T MR ECE BOACRRME.
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Table 5 Analysis results of memory unit storage capacity
PEMS04 PEMS08
- :/—'—\;‘E//I\
fEiR MAE RMSE MAPE/% MAE RMSE MAPE/%
10 18.39 30.52 12.22 14.79 23.78 9.55
20 18.31 30.21 12.14 14.18 23.49 9.37
30 18.22 30.01 12.05 13.72 23.20 9.30
40 18.38 30.52 12.29 13.91 23.77 9.35
50 18.47 30.78 12.35 13.97 23.48 9.40

3.8 HWERFLI
R T VAL B BT, A SO AR B S

T B & N E A s A R a7 Bk T A, s R
G— BN 8, iU 6 Fin,

R6 MEXE

Table 6 Efficiency study S
ik PEMS04 PEMSO07 PEMS08
plE ) HEFR (1] YL ] =BR[] YL 1] B[]

AGCRN 79.57 12.52 321.72 43.56 77.65 10.39
GWNet 44.38 6.23 173.56 24.85 43.62 5.50
MTGNN 37.86 4.50 103.10 12.20 36.93 4.17
DGCRN 262.80 73.13 793.22 239.03 247.49 65.98
STWave 92.57 13.23 388.20 58.54 87.03 9.07
D2STGNN 162.86 17.88 1019.65 119.95 138.78 13.45
STPGNN 48.39 4.53 199.01 14.58 43.93 4.26
STDGNet 75.35 8.48 296.56 37.54 71.55 7.50
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Fig. 3 Visualization and analysis of prediction results
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