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A ghost asymmetric residual attention network model
for facial expression recognition

YAN He, LI Mengxue, ZHANG Yuning, LIU Jianqi
(School of Artificial Intelligence, Chongqing University of Technology, Chongqing 401135, China)

Abstract: In this paper, a solution is proposed to address the low accuracy in facial expression recognition that results
from the 1x1 convolution dimensionality reduction of the Bottleneck in ResNet50. To do so, the authors introduce the
Ghost module and depth separable convolution to replace the 1x1 and 3x3 convolutions in the Bottleneck, respectively,
in order to preserve more of the original feature information and improve the feature extraction ability of the trunk
branch. The Mish activation function is also used to replace the ReLU activation function in the Bottleneck, further en-
hancing the accuracy of facial expression recognition. To further improve the ability of the model to express important
information, the authors also introduce an asymmetric residual attention block (ARABIlock) between the improved Bot-
tlenecks. The proposed method, which is referred to as the ghost asymmetric residual attention network (GARAN) mod-
el, shows high recognition accuracy on the FER2013 and CK+ facial expression datasets based on comparative experi-
mental results.

Keywords: expression recognition; feature extraction; ResNet50; Ghost module; Mish; asymmetric residual attention;

depthwise separable convolution; deep learning

FNH R 38 o NS ) T 90 2% 1 R I W 15 4

) —Fh B FERIE ) AR, R G R W
BRIZ TR WA AT o TR R L i ) | X
DI, 2358 7 Al B R 40 5 B iy 5 521
&, TE H SN L O B R DL R IR 2 W7 55 7 T
s B #9: 2022-01-04. P4 H ki B #3: 2022-10-19.
E£W A ERE S & BEVLA A E A L0 (2018YFB-

1308602); E % H R B F#H 4 m LW H (61173184);

TR BRI AT H (cstc2018jcyjAX0694).
BIE1EE : IF7. E-mail: cqyanhe@163.com.

G 3 BT A

0 AL 22 42k 244
O (FHER G F#

A HERE TR Y. B, T
5B 2 M 4% (convolutional neural networks,
CNN) i Fe PR3 7 v S 7 A ok ™Y
ik [S] $2 H —Fh ol 7F LeNet-5 B9 R IE R T, R
FH s 7% 82 00 7 OB 02 AR IE 5 = 2 IR IR SS &
ke, i ) 2% BE A% £ B3 B 22 1 A YT R AR AR L S
SCHR [6] 1 VGG16 1Y 4 i FEA S 3 o IR G
FEURN 42 Jmy 7 493t A, 547 bkt b 1 5k 4006 TR
TR )2 P 28 51 25 7 S 8 AT = o MR BIR 2


https://doi.org/10.11992/tis.202201003
mailto:cqyanhe@163.com

©334 . O R

S S 55 18 &

FRIE, (HJ2, BEE 25 09 TR, 16 5 1 2 Fks 5 4%
JE ) I G R B I . TR BE 5k 2% W 4% (residual
network, ResNet )" 3 2 75 4% 2 4 B [1] 41 1T Bk BR %
FEATAST A B IE 5 AL, AU T X — R @,
ik [8] # ResNet34 5 U-Net 45 H M 254, IR —
A B 22 0 5 D) 2%, 30 et R R 4 A i A AR A B
S, I A AH R B AR B S AR BB, i ) 4% BE A
RN 2 AE B UM IR Pk, 1S T
IR R R M RE . SCHR [9] $2 TR EE 2 R
JE RilG 7 B AR 22 W 4% (deep multi-scale fusion atten-
tion residual network, DMFA-ResNet ) Ll ResNet50
NETML, i H 34 333 BFUCE R 737 B,
FE R UE P 28 HL A A (] Jak 57 17 19 ] el it — 25 2 7 )
RN L ) A = SO R T AR A AR R
R AR R, PR R R R, SR [10] 24
1% % 1 ( pyramidal convolution, PyConv)" " i Ji3
%, G54l TE A e B ) DL PyCony #4 Bl —
ASHT L PyConv-CSneck, P 2K % #e ResNet50
H1Y Bottleneck, 7842 B2 RUBE R ik 1 [l B5F 5 1 T
ERAN AR B, sRAE T P4 R AESE ELAE 11 . Res-
Net50 H 1) Bottleneck 3% FH 1x1 kAT e FE 4 I
THAE ARG N T W 2% AR 2 M, [ B A T AR
BT &, HZ, Zad B4R S 1508 B ReLU
PR B30 1 BCUO 2 (E) I3, 0 07 40 75 i A RREAS
BERE, f£—aEBE RG] T 3T MR
AF 4 HURE 3", T Th 4 8 0] 25 777 A it 2 4 A LA
FRAE N, S BT SRR

EFXTLA_L AR, 5548 AT T A OCAHSE o Ghost
A U ] FH P 7 A T 22 IR AE R, A L)
AR /INEIAR A DU AR R AIE A 42 4 T Z 4R 1E 15 B, M
T 4 T 0 28 )RR AR 4R AR 7 o SR [14] 1% Ghost-
Net /8 H AR BREE 09 3 TR AR SR HUM 28, SCHik [15]
1 YOLOvV4 H1 5] A Ghost #3k £2 T+ H R iR 51 B9
L, 7245 RS R BA RIFny R, R
ML B 18 FE 2 fol Do 265~ 31 T 2 SR ZE i a1 {3 L,
[F) Fsf 22 AN E B A5 B . SCHR [16] 48R 3R 25 1
B2 2 R A5 B B TR DR T 1
W, I LB P45 IR A R B BT RE & A
T N AR AR, A HUBHIRAE . 454 Ghost B 5 5%
ZEER B AL, A L) ResNetS0 A 32T 4%,
P& — T ) RN U B R AR X AR R 22 R
] 2 #5281 ( ghost asymmetric residual attention net-
work, GARAN) . A SCHY FZE STk T

1) % F Ghost #i 5 : He Bottleneck T A% 1x1
£, >k H Depthwise % f1E #t Bottleneck 11y
3x3 B, R RIS B, B R U
MR, I H AR T B S HCRT TR &

2) 31 A Mish 38 5" )5 Bottleneck

H ) ReLU B0I% pREL, 050 1 I 268 45 4 I I I
R HO A6 FE TR 2R 1)t

3)1E Ghost_Bottleneck Z [A] 5] A#% 223 5
H5E MRS TR A5 THI I OC B RR AL, AT b A T T A (5
R R JF8 % 22 10 8 L He b ) 3x3 A
WEB BN 13 F1 3x1 3 S 2 R ARG A,
Ro TS A 55 i 1 ] P 42 17 0 2% TR 1 R

4)7F Fer2013 %04l £ Fl CK+EHE 4 L 34T
AN, F 5 ResNet50 DA M 4/ (8 3 3 )7 ik iF
1T T XS . 25 R WA SO 7 I 7E R AIF IR
AR HER = E AU B AT

1 GARAN £ &

1.1 Ghost 11k

TR B 465 BH R 28 I 4% v R 1 1 46 AR s B30 4
FEEEA WL BT RA T K UL SRR TUAR )
SCHR [13] 2 B9 Ghost B HOE bR i 3 B0 S
L A5 — Dl A Y 1 <1 R A R T A
fiE, 28 =25 X AR B 30 40 DR LR R R 2E AT AR R AR 11
L MEIE 3B (AR SR H 3x3 B B A ) 38 o R E
G INAF B, AR5 5 AL R E PR AE—E . Ghost
e 5 bR o 5 FUR L RE T 4 s R BURAAE, JF HL AT
DA/ B RS () SRR T i, A R5HE = P 28 P RE .
Ghost FH I EER A 1 s o

J54E  Ghost
IE REAE

Bl 1 Ghost 1R
Fig.1 Ghost module

1.2 Bt AY Ghost Bottleneck

ResNet50 H1#) Bottleneck 4544 4l 4] 2(a) Fr s,
H 2 A 11 SRR 1A 3%3 45 AR B, (H 38 4o
KR 2 1 11 BN R G 23 B0 3 RR AR
BEH . A Y Ghost Bottleneck Hi 2 /> Ghost
BIHFN 1 20K R 2 1) Depthwise & FUF4 BY, Hi
95 11> Ghost B8 HIR Y™ K8 i %X, Depthwise 45
FRURERR AR B /N B 4 31 g A RRAE LY 172, 26
2 1> Ghost B HCR 38 18 £k & 3 5 i A B 50—
B, SR L AR 25 3 5 N R T BB O A B
ZEn i, DRUE X 2885 B 1) [R) ) R B8 O 2 80RE
(RIS



o552 1

=VIRT, 26 o THT [0 1 TR A FE R A X PR B 2 T B ) I 2% S Y +335-

Ghost F&E
BN Mish

Depthwise £

BN Mish

BN Relu

BN BN
@ @
Relu +

(a) Bottleneck (b) Ghost_Bottleneck

& 2 Bottleneck 5 Ghost_Bottleneck £5#4 Lt %
Fig. 2 Comparison of Bottleneck and Ghost_Bottleneck

1 F ReLU 43 pREICFE S A R B A7 7R B T
TR, T Mish BRSO W A0 IR SR T pRK,
AT DL BE T o TR SF-34, [) o 4t v U R
PRI, A S Mish 80T PR ECHCE J5E Bottleneck
H1%) ReLU 3875 PR AL, Mish 3435 BREUAI A 240 F

f(x) = x-tanh(In(1 +¢%)) )

%% Mobilenetv2'” iR M SR, Hik
P PRESOV R AIE RT3 BB IR, A SCHE 2 2 )2 Ghost
REHL G AN Mish 3006 Rk, Beobh, ERZ 2 )
HR Wi A E 13 —4k (batch normalization, BN ) #£47
ALEE, BE T Mg AR AR LR BRI T M4 Y
ikt 1. 25 B9 Ghost_Bottleneck H A& %544
i 2(b) Fros o
1.3 EERAEX FRIZRZE B SRR

T TP o A BRI
BRI HER X IR, (HJ2, 5] AR AL
ATRe s i TR st 24l BB 248 4 n) 85 3

i
SRR

TEU B 158, T FRT PR M ME S v R ) R & F a8k
B e R R

SCHR [16] 38— Fh % 22 73 78 ) W 4%, i i 3
B 2 AT BB Jr AR R BB RRE, R B
KR H R S A R R 2 A R R
IR — 3, X A RRAE S AR, Hep
BN BB FE WIS 43 314357 (trunk branch)
IR 4> 57 (mask branch ) 32143 3 X5 4 A RRAE
PEAT AL B T ARy SR ok 4 SRR AR, 38 1 AH O
FRAE B 2 2] — AN RUEE, X 3 4 3 A0 Hn S AR AE E
(R Q)11 O (7% ol = o = I AT o = = T <
56 44 RS R A AR, AF 5k 22 BT 22 R 2 YR B
T AL AT R RAE, 8BSz B, SR 5 T FH A2k
PEAR (B B 0 R T R A, B R /N S A
FRAEEIARTE] o [R]E 7E T SRAE AN b RAE 22 8] 5 ik
BRAE 3, S ARAS R RUAL 1 15 8. .

R T 2R 2 B Z O] 2 R EEAE B
FRIESE G R P 5 B R, AR SCEEMZ gl A
FRZEVER VLG o AR, 4% B & S 8o ik
R 285 P B B B, DTS2 MR B HER R . A T RE
R 22 1 B B & S8 TR R, AR SCHE R
Z B Yerp 5| AJEXTFR A4 L (asymmetric con-
volution ) ", 1 5% 2 B 5 bR U (19 353 X Bk B
A3 R 1x3 RN 31 [ 22 2 A X FRB FL, 18
J& 5% 22 BTN AE X R 22 57T ( AResidual unit) .
X FRGE 22 1 2 SR8 ( ARABlock ) 19 45 #4 T /& 3
JIi7R o

E[2 e[S e[S
X X X
L i [
433 433 433
%= %= %=
L E L
JG JG JG

| sk f——

Sig-
moid|

55 RE N
JIEMRERE S

B3 EXMHRERETEHER

Fig.3 Asymmetric residual attention block

T AR X FR AR 22 0 B I, 45 5 g AR IR
] x, X H A AT R R FE A R AR, 45 BIRRE K]
M(x), £ sigmoid F 3 pREAS 2 HE A S(x):

1

i H AR R LAAE 3 S ) A ARCRR I 1 [R] A
g R o RS T SCH U RRIE O F(x), 0



+ 336 ¢ /O A

S S ¢ 518 &

TR A(x) B% 1A

Aie(x) = (1+8;.(x) - F;o(x) ©)
Ko iR TT R s R e[RRI Z T
HIEANLE S (x) BBETE [0, 1] XEIA, 24 S(x)
LT 0 B, ACe) 0% B3 AR FRAE xo

2 EREMNAEER ) HEER
AR SCHEHH Y 4R o 5 MR 254 Ghost

SIERE S

BN E S w

Ghost Bottleneck

Angry

" /4
Disgust i~
% 2
Fear g 5
=
Happy = |3 =
Neutral 3} 2
= 2
Sad G}

Surprise

Bottleneck 12 A4~ JE X FRo% 25 11 & S Bit ARAB-
lock 4 @ 1 B, 5¢ 8% (4 I 2% S5 A4 4N 141 4 iR . R
H ResNet50 1k 3= 1 W 4% 4544, i FH ol 28 )5 19
Ghost Bottleneck #{ )5l ResNet50 H1 /Y Bottleneck,
TE /D5 S 1 () I R B O B8 D 0 LR A0 35
5 B 72 Ghost_Bottleneck =2 [A] 38 i1 3F % #) 5%
ZEE R, 20 MU N 4, 38 58 Jm) 38 8 e
X 3l )RR IR 2R 1A g

BRI

Ghost_Bottleneck

Ghost_Bottlenec

It
%t
#
%
%
%
J.

N [SEnsnae

____________________

AR PRI T B A

4 GARAN W #4514
Fig. 4 GARAN network structure

ARSI B ) 45 B R TR AR B AN 3R 1 B s .
B, K/ R 224x224 W AN UG &0t — A 7x7
() 45 BRI 2x2 (R e ROt A T SR AR, 23 ] 4 /N 3|
56x56, SRJ5, &t 6 4~ Ghost_Bottleneck I 3 />
X R gk 22 1 8 IR B HE B, a0 AR (8] 25
ETPANSR N 5 VA B 2 O o R L A =3 [ g 151 N
AR 11, R — A 7 4% B2 DL L Soft-
Max J 1 BRACAE BN I T 7 ol T S 2 1 ) A

F1 MEERWFRED
Table 1 Details of the network model
W2 )2 L EeZ AU
Convl 112x112%x64 7x7, stride=2
Max Pooling 56x56x64 3x3, stride=2
Ghost module
Ghost Bottleneckl 56x56%256 DWConv |x1
Ghost module
ARABIlockl1 56x56%x256 Attentionx 1

gR1
2 )2 i ESAUA
Ghost module
Ghost_Bottleneck2 28x28x512 DWConv ] x1
Ghost module
ARABIlock2 28x28x512 Attentionx 1
Ghost module
Ghost_Bottleneck3  14x14x1024 [ DWConv |x1
Ghost module
ARABIlock3 14x14x1024 Attentionx 1
Ghost module
Ghost_Bottleneck4 7x7%2048 DWConv |x3
Ghost module
Average Pooling 1x1x2048 7%7, stride=1
FC, SoftMax 7 /

3 SIS 5T

AR TR T T RPN L5, LR
BN« #821E R 4502 64 £ Windows 10, 2 F2£ 15



55 2 EIIRT, S5 T fin) 9 R0 04 B R AR X AR AR 22 T 0 0 I A A Y 337

5 {8 Python3.8, % & 2% 2 HEZE 4 Pytorchl.7.0,
CPU H 18 #.0» 36 Zi#2 3.09 GHz. 96 GB, .~ N
NVDIA Quadro RTX 8000, 48 GB. 7 Il Z: Bk,
B H batch_size i 48, £ ER Ry 107, 14/ 0.9,
FUE R 10°, oAbt R M Adam, b T B 1k 3
PG DL R 3G B Rz Ak e 01, TE i 2 H
Dropout % K, % & dropout=0.5; 4 # il 7 56 {iF 4
PRI UR R R, K B s 1k I 2, R R R
B — MU PLERCR .
3.1 RBEHBIEE

AR ] Fer2013 Fl CKA31% Bl 42 17 52
K. Fer2013 K4 5t 35886 ik A 1% & A4l
i, Herbr, Y% & A (Training ) 28 708 5K, 23
’ F (PublicTest) FIFAA Wl 13X 8] F ( PrivateTest) 4%
3589 i, Bk Bl 2 B R /N 2 A 48%48 K FE
ISR ALRY, Sy 7 FpaRAs, HLAAR SRR X R i b 2 Al
FRPESCANR 2 0 anger 2R, 1 disgust K3, 2 fear 2L
5, 3 happy FF 0>, 4 sad f53.0>, 5 surprise 5114, 6
neutral " ARG BN E 5,

G

@4 ORE (oM (d)ﬂ:b
@i OEF (9 Tk

5 Fer2013 #iF&Ed 7 FRBE R

Fig. 5 Seven emoticons from the Fer2013 dataset

CK+HEHR L& T 123 (i Zik#H 1Y 593 4L
WP H, Ho 327 AT S A R IER S . A
Sy 34 B SR  RE ARAE Ah i oAt 7 A A R (5T
DO RME E% IR BRI, AR IR
(1 J5 1R RS ok 640%490, 5 FLAL 3 48x48 K/,
6 45 T Zead BB AL B (9 H Ay 7 FhRAE R

@5 b)KE (OB (d) D

(e)

(o) > (B iF
B 6 CK+EiE&EH 7 MRBERE

Fig. 6 Seven emoticons from the CK+ dataset
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